Residents Meeting 22"¥ June 2026

The CGRA held its AGM. All existing committee members were re-elected.
Tony Houghton joined the committee. Treasurer reported on the CGRA’s
accounts dating back to 2024.

Public Enquiry

The Chair gave an update on the planning application for the proposed development of 600 homes along
Little Green Lane. It will go to a public enquiry on 26" Aug. The Chair highlighted the procedures of the
enquiry and encouraged residents to attend to give their views directly to the Government appointed
inspector.

The venue of the enquiry has not yet to be announced. The CGRA will update residents once this is in the
public domain.

Concerns were raised by residents about an increase in traffic connected with the development.
Introducing 20 MPH zones is one possibility. The audience had a mixed response to this with a 50 50
split. Most likely only acceptable around local school sites.

Local Plan update

The big uptake is how land is re-categorised from Green belt to “Grey Belt” so it can be utilised for
development. Residents were unclear what this really means. ClIr Mitchell provided his explanation to the
audience. If Green Belt land has had previously some sort of development/alterations, no matter how
minor, or is considered of poor value/quality land this can be re-classified to Grey Belt. The final decision
mainly comes down to a matter of interpretation or judgement.

The Chair asked residents to respond to TRDC’s LP consultation (Regulation 19) document when it's
delivered to households. The CGRA has also compiled a draft letter for residents to write to our MP
asking the government to reconsider its housing policy regarding grey belt classification. This can be
downloaded via the CGRA website.

Unitary Authority update

A Government decision as to how many district councils (including TRDC) will be merged into one
Unitary Authority is expected on 16/7/26. This new Authority’s regional head office will not be in
Rickmansworth. Whatever the permutation our area will be merged with watford Borough Council. There
are concerns over the the change in identity of the area once Three Rivers district is no more; the future
quality of services and whether TRDC’s replacement will inherit debt as a result of the merging of
authorities.



Another related issue is whether authority assets such as

TRDc owned land will be or could be transferred over to Parish Councils. Clir Mitchell pointed out that the
CGPC had been trying to take this route but TRDC has been anti transfer in the past. East Herts have
already compiled a list of assets to transfer over to the new unitary.

With the new unitary there are legitimate concerns over the futures of local residents’ associations as the
areas that their local authority will cover will increase significantly along with a large reduction in councillor
representation. The Three Rivers Residents’ Association is considering this issue with a view to ensuring
the views of local residents continue to be taken into account by the new Unitary Authority.

Red Cross site

There has been an unacceptable delay in the redevelopment of the Red Cross building. Matters appear
to be bogged down in admin procedures with no project timetable having been forward by TRDC. The
latest, often repeated update is that TRDC is planning to present to the PC a revision of its lease
proposal. This is timetabled for the end of June.

A question was asked from the Welcome club as to what has happened the club’s assets such as
furniture and kitchen equipment. No access to the building is possible to check. The chair advised that the
club contact TRDC directly to ask these question as it is the freeholder.

Parking

There will be a meeting on 29" June at TRDC between officers and local councillors to discuss boulders
on the Green and other locations adjacent to the Green. We have no knowledge of the agenda for this
meeting and we are concerned as to what will be discussed.

TRDC has conducted a survey of users of the Community Way car park which is due to be presented to
councillors by the end of June. The car park tends to be full with commuter parking taking up the majority
of spaces. A resident pointed out this is also the case with the parking bays by the shops on Scott Hill.

The Chair asked for feedback over the new parking zones introduced five years ago. Residents’
commented that this action merely pushed commuter parking out to other streets bordering the zones.

A resident commented that there are growing issues with parking on the verges on Baldwins Lane which
is causing access issues.

AOB

The Chair pointed out that parts of the new “Millside Grange” housing estate is now visible from the end
of the Green. He suggested that the “Friends of the Green” could look into a campaign to have trees
planted to screen The Green from the estate.



A member from the Windmill estate RA commented that they are currently challenging a planning
application on the estate for a new house that should not be allowed as the estate is covered by
protective convenances. They would appreciate any help the CGRA could provide to assist them in this
process.

There are two separate planning applications for the re-development of Croxley House. One resident has
challenged the application for the children’s nursery as the windows in the new extension are not fitting in

with the original Georgian styles.

The next LAF will be 2" July at Harvey Road school starting at 7.30pm



